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ing kind, and one arises from it with a feeling of dissatisfaction and 
a longing for a "regular" meal. 

Lewis H. Haney. 
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suicide, divorce, and attitude of the church. 

Dr. Calhoun considers that urban industrialism is the one funda- 
mental economic fact that has shaped the evolution of the American 
family since the Civil War, and that it is the taproot of the evils 
undermining the home and family. He shows how the relentless 
workings of the profit system develop a far-reaching pathology of 
their own which has a demoralizing influence on rich and poor, on 
city and country. Such problems as child labor, congested tenement 
and alley life, the social backwardness of the negro, are "a part of 
the larger problem of the capitalist system," and must wait for 
their elimination "on the attainment of economic leeway." In con- 
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nection with bad housing conditions, the author observes that current 
capitalism seems willing to try the experiment of a civilization with- 
out homes (p. 75), though people can neither be moral nor healthy 
until they have decent homes. Individuals not families are now the 
units of society; and the only way to reintegrate the family (if it 
is possible) is by readjusting our economic system, by abolishing 
economic exploitation (p. 274). But this is the dark side of the 
picture. Equal emphasis is placed on the social gains of the last 
fifty years, particularly in regard to the position of women and the 
care of children. 

Dr. Calhoun believes the indications are that society is working 
toward socialism, not as a final goal but as the next stage in social 
evolution (p. 326), and that the promise of American life is a 
new family "based on the conservation and scientific administration 
of limited natural resources, on the social ownership of the instru- 
mentalities of economic production and the universal enjoyments 
of the fruits, and on a social democracy devoid of artificial strati- 
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Agriculture, Mining, Forestry, and Fisheries 
The Food Crisis and Americanism. By William Stull. (New 
York: The Macmillan Company. 1919. Pp. viii, 135. 
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The author, so we are informed in the preface, went from the 
farm to a four-years' course in "one of the best agricultural uni- 
versities, specializing in mathematics and agricultural chemistry," 
thence (apparently about 1878) to a position as representative of 
a farm mortgage company, and has followed this work ever since. 
He may therefore be expected to speak ex cathedra upon the ills 
of the American farmer. He believes that "the most serious and 
one of the most pressing questions of today is: What is the 
matter with American agriculture, that it is breaking down at the 
most critical period in the nation's history?" And to this question 
he replies: "Labor and marketing conditions are responsible for 
the present deplorable situation. These have grown out of the 
two basic evils : the one, that we have exalted idleness ; the other, 
that we, as a people, have become over-commercialized." As a 
matter of fact, the author explores a much wider field of causation 
than that indicated in the quotation, but does not go very deeply 
into even the main points of this indictment. 

It is asserted that our system of education "engenders an in- 
difference to, if not a contempt for, labor- — or at least a feeling 
that manual labor is very disagreeable, if not degrading." This 
is linked with the inordinate wages of union labor, to explain a 



